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Dear Secretary of State,
The Isle of Thanet nudges out into the North Sea, surrounded on
three sides by the North Sea and the English Channel. 

Its beaches offer some of the most picturesque locations in the
county, people would travel far and wide to holiday on the Thanet
coast in the 60s and 70s, packing up their families and revelling in
the bustling seaside atmosphere. 

But there is one fact about Thanet - its deprivation and lack of social
mobility. 

Thanet has the second highest child poverty rates in the south of
England and the highest in Kent, according to a report released by
Loughborough University on behalf of coalition End Child Poverty. 
According to the research some 37% of youngsters aged under 16
on the isle are living below the poverty line after housing costs –
equating to 9943 children. The ‘poverty line’ is defined as household
income (adjusted to account for household size,) that  is less than
60% of the median income. 
The area consistently ranks high in UK-wide studies of poverty - last
month the Social Mobility Commission published the report 'The long
shadow of deprivation,' asking the following: "does growing up in one
town rather than another change your life chances? How unequal are
outcomes between places across the country? And why do these
differences exist?" 

Their answer is an overwhelming 'yes', and Thanet sits alongside
other UK towns like Bolton, Gateshead and Chiltern, lacking in
opportunities, industry and employment. 

Thanet's lack of social mobility and high deprivation is well-
documented by Kent County Council, The Department of Work and
Pensions and sociology researchers. 
https://www.kent.gov.uk/about-the-council/information-and-data/facts-and-
figures-about-Kent/deprivation-and-poverty 
I strongly believe that RiverOak Strategic Partnership can help in
tackling some of the Isle of Thanets problems, not all, but can
give a lot of young people, who can aspire to have a better life. 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.kent.gov.uk%2Fabout-the-council%2Finformation-and-data%2Ffacts-and-figures-about-Kent%2Fdeprivation-and-poverty&data=04%7C01%7CManstonAirport%40planninginspectorate.gov.uk%7C45eb9e4abcfe414b401d08d92e9be99a%7C5878df986f8848ab9322998ce557088d%7C0%7C0%7C637592069591393616%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=YXhqMpIN0UZ6vZLhX%2BbyKZ1VmX31EOMbpKPJA5onFZQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.kent.gov.uk%2Fabout-the-council%2Finformation-and-data%2Ffacts-and-figures-about-Kent%2Fdeprivation-and-poverty&data=04%7C01%7CManstonAirport%40planninginspectorate.gov.uk%7C45eb9e4abcfe414b401d08d92e9be99a%7C5878df986f8848ab9322998ce557088d%7C0%7C0%7C637592069591393616%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=YXhqMpIN0UZ6vZLhX%2BbyKZ1VmX31EOMbpKPJA5onFZQ%3D&reserved=0


Not one company, since the previous owners of Manston Airport,
Planestation (formerly Wiggins Group) has shown so much commitment
to Thanet and its airfield at Manston Airport.  

After Planestation sold its stake in Manston Airport, a lot of promise’s
and a chance land grab by the previous owners who pretended to
want to invest heavily in to Manston Airport, but really had other
ideas and asset stripped it and had plans for more housing, which
would have be disastrous to the Isle of Thanet. 

An open Manston Airport can not only offer and create jobs at the
airport but also within the district as well as East Kent, it could
rejuvenate Ramsgate Harbour which like the airport has been left
without any investment. 

There are so many reasons why we need this investment in to
Thanet, many past governments have promised and failed to invest
in Thanet over the past decades. 

This is a chance to level up a forgotten part of the UK, a much
deprived area, who now, has a glimmer of hope. There are many
spin offs to Manston Airport being in operation, to keep heavy freight
off the roads, in an already congested South East roads, with freight
flown direct to Manston, then down to the Port of Ramsgate, then on
to barges, then floated up to the likes of London, or via Rail by the
new rail link being built at Manston Airport. 

I ask you to give the go ahead to RiverOak Strategic Partnership, to
invest not only in to Manston Airport, but the Isle of Thanet and East
Kent, it will cost the tax payer nothing to let this achieve its potential,
if not more. 

Many thanks 

Mike j 




